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the national religion and would be respected. Provided they
were quiet and peaceable, all were to remain unmolested ; and
were to be permitted to engage in their national sports and to
follow the customs of the country. The Governors of districts,
judges, town magistrates, village headmen, and the officers per-
forming miscellaneous military-police duties, were provisionally
and temporarily retained on condition that they should faithfully
discharge their duties under the orders of the British civil officers,
and should do their utmost to suppress crime, allay public
anxiety, and pacify the towns and villages under their charge.
Dacoits, robbers, and vagrants were to be arrested and sent to
the British civil officer. All the members of the Hlutdaw agreed
to these terms, and were consequently retained in office.

The administration of the country being thus temporarily
vested in the State Council of Burmese Ministers and Officials,
under the presidency of Colonel Sladen, and under the orders of
General Prendergast, their first act was to proclaim a general dis-
armament of the civil population. None except Members of
Council and its staff were allowed to possess other arms than the
common dah, in ordinary use for all domestic, agricultural, and
forest purposes, unless they received special passes; the inhabit-
ants of Mandalay and its suburbs were called upon to deliver up
at once any muskets, swords, spears and the like in their posses-
sion ; any one found disobeying this order was to be seized, and
would be liable to be shot. Many arms were given up, but nothing
like all of them.

As soon as the Burmese realised that their old Government
had ceased to exist, disorder and dacoity prevailed everywhere in
Mandalay and its suburbs ; strong pickets had to be posted in and
around it, and strong patrols were marched through the streets
during the whole night. As this abnormal state of affairs in the
city and suburbs subsided, patrols and reconnaissance were
p'ushed out further from the city, and every effort was made tc
secure quiet in the immediate neighbourhood.

The extension of the troops into fresh country   during   the

Situation of the Field      ensuing months was not done so .much

Force.               with a view to occupying more country

as to improving their strategical position, though there can be no